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"I have tried already/' Moonbeam said, "but he will not/*

"I shall be very busy to-morrow, and I must go," Hsi-men
Ch'ing said. He bowed to Huang IV. "I have had a very
pleasant time," he said.

"Indeed I fear you have been starved," Huang IV said,
"and that is why you won't stay. It seems obvious that we have
entertained you very poorly/*

The three girls kotowed. "When you get home," they said,
"please give our humble duty to the Great Lady and the
others. When we are free, we will come to see them."

"Yes, do," Hsi-men said. "Come anv time and spend the
day."

Lanterns were brought and Hsi-men Ch'ing went down
the steps. Old woman Cheng came to make a reverence to
him. "My lord/' she said, "why must you go in such a hurry?
I fear our cooking cannot have pleased you. There is another
course to come yet."

"I have had everything I wanted," Hsi-men said. "Unfor-
tunately, I have to get up very early in the morning to go and
attend to some important business at tKe office. Brother Ying
has nothing to do: ask him to stay."

Ying Po-chueh was going away with Hsi-mSn Ch'ing, but
Huang IV stopped him. "If you go too, Uncle," he said, "it
will be the last straw."

"Don't keep me," Po-chueh said. "Try Scholar Wen. If
you can persuade him to stay, I shall believe you are a hero.*'

Scholar WSn tried to slip away, but Huang IV's boy and
Lai An caught him by the waist and held him. Hsi-men Ch'ing
reached the gate. He asked Ch'in T'ung whether he had
brought anything for Scholar WSn to ride. "There's a donkey
here," Ch'in T'ung said. "Hua T'ung is in charge of it*"

Hsi-men called out to Scholar Wen: "There is an animal
here for you to ride. You and Brother Ying stay. I must go
now," They all went with him to the gate. Moonbeam was
holding his hand. She gave it a squeeze.

"Remember what I have told you," she said, "but keep it
to yourself." She bade ChSng Ch'un go with Hsi-m&n to his
house. Hsi-men got into his sedan-chair and went away.

Outside the gate, Silver Maid said good-bye to everybody,
and was going home with Wu Hui when Moonbeam said: